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Chares

with branched shoots about a foot long, bear-vng at intervals whorls of apparent leaves, which are sometimes found rooted in the mud of stagnant ponds or nearly stagnant streams. They belong to the family of plants "known as Characeas.

Charade, a kind of riddle the answer to which is one word. A popular form of amusement is to act out charades. A short dramatic sketch in three or more acts is organized, having a certain dramatic unity running through it. Each of the earlier scenes represents one syllable or more of the whole word, which is itself prominently presented in the final scene.

Charbon.   See Anthrax.

Charcoal, a form of amorphous carbon obtained by thoroughly heating wood. If required for fuel, it is best prepared by the partial combustion of wood in heaps; but for an ingredient of gunpowder, the wood is charred in externally-heated cylinders. Charcoal is a porous solid, resembling the wood it was obtained from, and is usually black. The

Pas, was shipwrecked off the coast of Iceland, and he perished with nearly every one on board.

Charcot, Jean Martin (1825-93), French physician, was born in Paris. His name has been given to several symptoms in nervous maladies.

Chard, Swiss Chard, or Sea Kale, a variety of leaf-beet growrn especially for its stalks and leaves, which are prepared as greens. It is also used as a salad.

Chardin, Sir John (1643-1713), French traveller. He made two expeditions as a gem-dealer to Persia (1666 and 1670-7).

Charente, river, France, rising in the department of Haute Vienna. It flows in a generally westward direction for about 225 m. through the departments of Charente and Charente-Inferieure, entering the Atlantic between the islands Re and Oleron. It is navigable from Angouleme to the sea.

Charente, department, France, in the basin of the Charente; area 2,305 sq. m. It consists

Section of Charcoal Kiln, showing the arrangement of Wood.

main uses of charcoal are as a fuel, in the manufacture of gunpowder, as a deodorant, for crayons, and, on account of its poor conductivity, for surrounding cold-storage chambers. Bone or animal charcoal is obtained by charring bones. See CARBON.

Charcot, Jean Baptiste Etienne (1867-1936), French explorer, was born in Paris. In 1908-10 he conducted scientific expeditions to the Antarctic regions, of which he published accounts.

During the Great War, Dr. Charcot (he was a doctor of medicine and had practiced that profession for more than ten years before embarking on his career as an explorer) won the Croix de Guerre and Britain's 'D.S.C.' After the war he continued to make many trips to the Polar regions and made many valuable scientific discoveries. In September, 1935, he started back from Greenland, but his famous ship, the Pourquoi

mainly of gently undulating plateaus. In the extreme s. the beautiful Dronne forms the boundary for 20 m. Angouleme is the capital; p. 316,279.

Charente - Inf erieure, dep., France, bounded on the w. for 44 m. by the Atlantic Ocean, and on the s. w. for some 30 m. by the right bank of the Gironde estuary. The department, which includes the islands of Re and Oleron, is irregular in shape, and has ar* area of 2,791 sq. m.; p. 418,310.

Charenton-le-Pont, town, France, a sub' urb of Paris, on the Seine at its junction with the Marne; 3 m. s.e. of Notre Dame cathedral. The river is here crossed by a fortified bridge; p. 20,872.

Chares, Athenian general, whose chief exploits were the relief of the Philasians in 367 B.C., and the capture of Sestos in 353.

Chares (c. 300 B.C.)> of Lindus in Rhodes, a famous Rhodian sculptor, the favorite pu-